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hm Six Crises, Richatd Nixon onwnieed |
Hhat hig sputtering owrage over John ¥,
“Rennedy's campaign call for an Amer-
iJenn-hacked Cuban  invasion  actually
.t'.mmuﬂwged a plan, alrendy in the
SWworks, which he favored.
I Mr, Nixon, then, engaged in a patri-
catic act when Mr. Kennedy, in their
‘television debdte of Qctober 22, 1960,
prnpnqed that Cuban cxiles be given
]Amencan assistance in deposing Fidel
'Castro, Te was just putting on when
| he called the proposal, with'all the une- -
i tion at his command (and that is plenti-
{ful), “the most shockingly reckless pro-
‘posal ever made in our history by a
'presuionlral candidate during a cam-
ipaign.” 'The Bay of Pigs fiasco suggests
fthat Mr. Nixon was entirely right,
"whether he believed himself or not.
i Now two Washington reporters, in a
‘hook on the impart yet another
"twist to Mr, Nﬁgﬁmxzying duat role,
“Thoy report on the authority of one of '
ithe former vice, president’s campalgn
wifes that - “Mr, Nixon was hoping for
;the invasion before November 8 (elec-
'tirm day) because ‘it would have been
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did not oppose the invasion, he hoped
it would be timed to give his campaign
a hoost. Aa it turned out, the invasion
was delayed until the following Aprily
alter Mr, Kennedy's victory and inaugus
ration, Bul this voad nnt taken adds
anather intviguing “what if"” to the higs
tory of presidential campaigus.

launched at the height of the campaign,’
after Mr. Nixon had called the idea;
"shocKingly reckless”? What would ha.
have said? ‘That it was reckless as anj
ldea in Mv, Keunedy's mind, but sale.
and wise as the acj of the adminisira<
tion he sought to sueceed? '

pressive, as watchers of his “Checkers”s
speech of 1952-and others will recall.
Ha would have found a way to bridge!
the coniradiction handily. But all the
same, it would have been an mtngumg
about farg to .witness, |
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¢ M oan uncommonly r.mmd pwnun of a cinch to win® the election if the‘ Tl~‘
renhower Administration destroyed FH
tiel Castro in the closing dnys of tha
presidential campaign.”

[
In othet words, Mr. Nixon not only

What if the invasion had baen

Mr. Nixon's forensic talents are im-
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